Expression of mBRI2 in mice.
Mutations in the BRI(2) gene cause the autosomal dominant neurodegenerative diseases familial British dementia (FBD) and familial Danish dementia (FDD). BRI(2) is a member of a family of type 2 integral transmembrane spanning proteins, including mBRI(2), its murine homologue. The function of BRI(2) is unknown. Northern and Western analyses and in situ hybridization were employed to determine the expression of mBRI(2) in the mouse. mBRI(2) mRNA was expressed in several tissues including the liver, heart, lung, and ubiquitously throughout the brain. mBRI(2) protein was detected at high levels in many brain regions. Murine BRI(2) expression is similar to that described in the human brain but does not fully explain the distribution of pathology seen in FBD and FDD.